You can make a difference in fighting bridal creeper, a major weed devastating areas of native bush and roadsides
in south-east and south-west Australia.

Katanning Land Conservation District Committee, Dumbleyung Landcare Zone, Wagin-Woodanilling Landcare Zone
and West Arthur Landcare invite groups, landowners and individuals to join the war against this invasive pest.

The State Governments’ Natural Resource Management program has provided funding over the last five years to

contract chemical roadside spraying and non-toxic biological spore-water spraying. These efforts have already made
inroads into areas of bridal creeper infestation in these shires.

Although much is being done about roadside infestations, many reserves and private land areas are not adequately

managed and require community intervention. It can take up to seven years to control a single bridal creeper plant,
and it spreads easily if not continually managed.

This is where you come in.

The fight against bridal creeper continues.
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Collect rusty bridal Creeper
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Collect water

Good quality water — rain water is best -
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If using @ commercial ¢ !
starting, completely remove any chemical re

ash rust/spores from infected bridal creeper. This can be done by dunking or agitating the rust-infested
creeper in water-filled containers.

ores wash off the creeper the water turns to a rusty brown colour. You want the rusty water, not the
eper leaves and fragments. Keep the creeper in a basket or leave it in the rubbish bag and put holes in the
bag so the plants can breathe - you can use the creeper plants again to make more rusty water.

oid-blocking spray nozzles.

You should be able to wash one bag of rusty creeper three or four times into 100 litres of water. Don’t worry
about the plant juices — the rust fungus needs them to live and they might help spores stick to new host
plants.

Spray spore-water A
Spore-water is harmless to everything except bridal creeper so you can spray Creepel
vegetation, on stream banks, in gardens.

Rust spores need to get into the small pores on creeper leaves to grow inside the plant, so/Spray ougrlwlly‘ om
top to bottom, especially on the underside of the leaves where there are more pores. Spray leaves from all sides
and use as fine a mist as possible.

tank.

iti i i in, li i d high humidity. Fungus infection might be
The best conditions for spraying are on days of light rain, Ilght' wind an :
difficult where bridal creeper is exposed to wind and sun. It might be best to spray in late afternoon so leaves can

stay damp overnight.

Drape leftovers

se left-over washed creeper to drape
ovex fresh areas of bridal creeper.

Plant\remnants will continue to release
spores for a few hours or days and are
important in helping infestation.

Cleanup

Don’t leave any unused spore-

n take seven years to contrél a single
bridal creeper plant, so keep/at it year
after year!
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